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1s new intellectual movement towards Palestine,
fions were considered from Uganda in Afica to
as the movement grew in numbers Palestine
tion and the first Jewish settlers arrived there in 1882.

tians around the world also wished the movement to focus on
g it w

as part of a divine scheme that would precipitate the second
Messiah and the resurrection of the dead. Later on, on the eve of the
ar, European powers such as France, Germany and in particular Britain
considered Jewish settlement in Palestine as a potential strategic asset. Thus by 1904,
Palestine was the only destination for those who considered themselves Zionists,
although they

comi

First World W

vere still a very insignificant minority group among world Jewry.
The most significant wave towards Palestine was triggered in 1881 by a wave of
pogroms in the Ukraine. It was a systematic series of massacres guided from above
by the Czarist government. “The Lovers of Zion’ (Hovevei Zion) was the first for-
mation of Zionist settlers making their way to Palestine. It included several outfits,
most famous of which were the ‘Biluim’, an acronym that was a call for Jewish
Immigration to Palestine., They were the ones who founded the first Zionist
colonies in Ottoman Palestine, From an Israeli historiographical perspective, they
were Israel’s Mayflower pilgrims.

On the border between Poland and Germany in the city of Katowiqa, all _the
lovers of Zion’ convened in 1884 and laid the foundations to the Zionist project
in Palestine. It decided to expand the colonies through financial aid and Ottoman
recognition. 4

With the help of philanthropists such as the bankers of Rothschﬂd, the numbfr
of colonies grew and were based on agricultural production. The old Ottoman
Jewish community viewed the settlers suspiciously and thye lgcal Ottom\an repre-v
sentatives perceived them as being a Russian ‘fifth column’. Life was thus not easy
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the first Zionist congress in the city of Basel, Switzerland. The congre_ss ended with
the establishment of several institutions that proved essential later on for the grOWth.
and triumph of the Zionist project of colonisation in Palestine and the creauon. of
the state of Israel. The most important of them was the Jewish National Fund (which

The third mowe
the Revisionist md
one of the leadern

movement after d
formally came into being in 1902), channelling money from Jewish communities This charter lef 1

around the world for the purchase of land for further colonisation; a body that still minded Zionists.
exists today but is mostly preoccupied with managing the green lungs of the state, Transjordan. Thy
built mainly on the ruins of Palestinian villages destroyed in 1948.

Despite Herzl's enthusiasm for the idea of a mass Jewish immigration to Palestine
and the creation of a republic there (while as he put it, ‘spiriting the penniless comprising of bg
[Arabs] out of the country’)," he was willing to consider other destinations as a During the day
haven for the Jews of Europe. One such destination he negotiated with the British in Palestine with
Empire in 1903 was Uganda in Africa. His support for this option nearly tore the ' Palestine. The
Zionist movement apart, but he died in 1904, before the debate could be con- resided outside P

cluded. After his death, Palestine became the exclusive destination for Zionist clashes, and the r
colonisation.

mainstream Zion
ment, Beitar. Beil

, a para-military p
In 1905', a second wave of Jewish settlers followed after the defeat of Russia in The outfits wet
the war W“b Japan and the failed first Bolshevik revolution. Thus, they came with 1 Galiles audiily
4 strong socialist motivation They were not only keen on colonising Palestine, but Lasly sy
WlSl;:ld to create there a sociglist haven for the Jewish people and even for, the languages veas |

world at lallrge', and thus influence the march of global socialism. monEe .
‘ one wished the
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was the core group trom which the elites of Israel came from as long as the

hot novement was m power, and in some sections even later, ! N
sere were various socialist streams and ideologues and under their influence

e,

ceveral parties sprang. Later on, most of them integrated into two major parties:

(founded in 1930) and Mapam (founded in 1948). Alongside the hegemonic

£ Mapai in pre-Israel Mandatory Palestine there emerged a national religious

(most religious outfits, movements and rabbis regarded Zionism as an aber-
on and tampering with the will of God; they were present in Palestine but
.d themselves as non-Zionist). The national religious rabbis and activists
developed a dogma that regarded Zionism as a testament to the will of god and
<w the colonisation of Palestine as a religious, and not just national, imperative.
resicned to live in a secular state provided the public space would respect
pretation of the Jewish doctrine and law. Their movement was called

Hapoel Ham zrahi (Mizrahi here does not mean oriental as in the case of the Jews
who came from Arab counties. Here it is a squeeze of the phrase, spiritual centre,
Merkaz Rouhani, into an acronym).

The third movement, and all three are with us in one form or another today, is

the Revisionist movement. This was founded in 1923 by Ze’ev (Vladimir) Jabotinsky,

one of the leaders of the Zionist movement. He decided to cede from the main
movement after the final declaration of the British mandate over Palestine in 1922.

This charter left Transjordan (today’s Jordan) out of Palestine. Jabotinsky, and like-

minded Zionists, regarded the future Jewish state as comprising both Palestine and

Transjordan. They created their own Zionist organisation, before joining the

mainstream Zionist institutions as a party and founding their own youth move-

ment. Beitar. Beitar is still active today and on its flag ‘Israel’ appears as a country
comprising of both Jordan and [srael.

During the days of the second wave the colonisation project expanded its presence
in Palestine with the establishment of more colonies the Galilee in the north of
Palestine. The takeover of land there, purchasing it from landlords, many of whom
resided outside Palestine, pushed out Palestinian tenants who lived on it. The frequent
clashes, and the romantic national ideology, led the leaders of the community to build
a para-military power — the first famous outfit was called Hashomer (The Guardian).
The outfits were instrumental later on in dispossessing the Palestinians from the

Galilee and other parts of Palestine.

Lastly, the second wave is cherished in Israe
languages was decided. The Hebrew language was revived both in Europe and
among the old Jewish community in Palestine in the mid-19" century. Herzl for
one wished the new community to parlay in German, others wanted Yiddish (the
German Jewish dialect spoken by muost religious and traditional Jews) to prevail.

| as a period in which the war of
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believe that saustying the Zionist movement would g

ain them influence in the

shevik one. Similarly, but with more foresight, the British strategists believed

¢ Jewish voice was crucial in dc(crnmnng American policy. The United States
v entered the overall military effort in April 1917

and there was a wish to secure
further involvement in the attempt to defeat Germany and its allies, I¢ was
ure at that time to assume such a powerful Jewish hold on American policy‘ l
1ere was the potential for this, as we know. %
Some scholars suspect that anti-Semitism also played a role in this strategy. The
persecution of Jews in central and Eastern Europe prompted a mass immigration to

the United Kingdom. Lord Balfour himself was known to hold some negative
views about this immigration and it is quite likely that re-directing them to Palestine
was a favourable solution in his eyes.> More important was the fact that, compared
to other problems in the British Empire at the time, Palestine did not seem a huge
ssue and therefore not much thought was put into the declaration. For the Zionist
novement, however, the practical implications were huge once Palestine became a
League of Nations mandate.

[t took another six years before this vague British pledge became a new reality in

. By 1923, after trials and tribulations, Palestine became a mandate com-

the Balfour Declaration with clear political boundaries (which resemble

Israel’s borders today, including the West Bank and the Gaza Strip, but without the

1s the right for self-determination and hence the new international

body, the Lea of Nations, gave Britain a mandate over Palestine with the view
of allowing it independence after twenty-five years of foreign rule. However, the
Balfour Declaration was included in the mandate and therefore it was clear that
before independence could be granted a political settlement between the settler
community and the natives of Palestine would have to be reached.

The Zionist leadership, although engaged in these attempts, was far more pre-
occupied with two other aspects of life in Mandatory Palestine. The first was
building an infrastructure for a Jewish state and the other contemplating how to
overcome the demographic majority of the Palestinians in the country they
deemed as their exclusive homeland. Israel today, in fact, still is concerned with
these two issues.

The first British High Commissioner, Sir Herbert Samuel (1919-1925), was
crucial in translating the British pledge in the Balfour Declaration and the Mandate
Charter into new reality in Palestine. He allowed the community to receive in
open hands a third wave of immigration, the Third Aliyah, to build a significant
para-military power and other necessary institutions, which tumed the community
in effect into “a state within a state’. This included, for example, the opening of the
Hebrew University, while refusing adamantly to open a Palestinian one..

For the future development of the settler community, the most mpo@t :
Institution that emerged in that period was the Histadrut, the general trade union

that found jobs for the masses who began to immigrate to Palestine penniless and
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Before the mandate ended, the community O
rough its underground movement, the Hagana
and the Stern Gang. The Irgun was close to the Revisionist movement led by Ze’ev

Jabotinsky (however before he died in 1942, he was replaced by Menachem Begin).

In the last years of the mandate, the Jewish community lived under the shadow
of the Holocaust. The Israeli historiography debates how much the Jewish commu-
nity knew abouF the genocid‘eAin Europ}e and how much it did and could have done
to save t:e j;wmh communities there.. For our case, what is more relevant is the
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