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FlintEnemies of UA 14

Organize

awakened Black Legion and a new

‘Workers.

for Battle

Many Members of Ku Klux Klan and Black
Legion Join Association Aimed at
Damming Lewis’ Power Spread

By MARTIN 8. HAYDEN

{§TAFF CORRESPONDENT OF THE DETROIT NEWS)
FLINT, Mich., May 1.—Existence of a rejuvenated Ku Klux Klan, an | such a request
“independent” labor union as candi- |
| dates for attention in the Flint labor situation was admitted this week hy |
{ leaders of the three organizations, !
hitherto undirected opposition to John L. Lewis and present a barricade | followed him down the street curs-
to the further advancement here of Lewis' rapidly-growing United Auto|iNg at him, thrown cheese at him, |

all of whom hope to marshal the

That the new union, which calls itself the Independent Automobile
Employes’ Association, is separate from the awakened night-rider organ-
izations were stressed by the Rev.

Paul Coleman, pastor of the First

Church of the in Flint,
who recently climaxed a long cam-
| paign from the pulpit against what
{ he terms “un-Americanism” in the
| UAW by accepting “temporarily” the
{ leadership in the new association.

i The Klan and Legion, however,
{ are apparently working in this new
i campaign as a single unit known
as the Protestant Action Association,
with headquarters at 733 South
Saginaw street and a spokesman in
the person of L. W. Thomas, an
architeet who is the association sec-
retary., Thomas said today that his
association includes representatives
not only of the Klan and Legion,
but of a half dozen fraternal or-
ganizations.

OUTLINES PURPOSES
A Klan spokesman who specified

that he must remain unnamed de- |

scribed the set-up and purposes of
the rejuvenated Klan
“We are condueting
tional campaign,” he said, “and have
a listed membership of approxi-
mately 7.000. Our members are men
who ve the interest of the coms~
munity, State and nation at heart
We are not anti-anything, We are
pro-Ameriean and go straight down
the center of the road on Ameri-
canism and if we bump somie other
organization coming in e opposite
direction, that is their lookout, In-
evitably we are bumping the UAW.”
The UAW, the Klan spokesman
said, is suffering from foo muel
power, the same ailment, he added
which caused the death of the old
EKK.
“Indimtry
the: present

an educa-

to do with
trouble, ¢ said, “but
now the unton is carr matters
to an e me 1 the other direc-
tion by holding guns to the work-
ers’ heads and saying ‘join

quit working' It seems

mueh power hurts anyore. In the
old days the Klan slected officers in
thig courty and then recalled them

had wmch

votes to help re-elect President
Roosevelt last fall and only 13.988
to Landon, in the more recegt elec
tion gave only 10,289 votes fo Mur-
| D. VanWagoner, who led the
Democratic ticket while his Repub-
| lican opponent for state highway
;romml:.'u\x\rr got 10.826. The UAW
{ ool board candid1tes were snowed

ander.
Coleman
new Empilo;
that of
spokesman”
withdraw as
president  is
group.
WORKERS ELIGIBLE
The Employes’ A
si-cent initiation fee and dues are

id his pesition with the
Association is strictly
temporary advisor and
and that he plans to
soon a8 a responsible
found to head the

clation charges
a
50 cents a month as compared with
|the $1 charged in Flint for UAW
| initiation and monthly dues. FEligi-
! all auto workers not holding
jobs which. entitle them
This bars foremen,
union members said. The Employes'
A rtion not associated with
the American Federation of Labor
Coleman said, and is not afliliated
| with any other “independent” union.
| “This organization started” Cole~
{ man said, "85 a result of & wave of
{intense bitterness which has
| Flint  since the UAW got &
| The UAW is not an orthod
union but a group of racketec
{don't think the

bie are
upery
to hire and fire.

3¢ a

bt
wted.
labor
1
intevest of UAW
iders in labor is bona fide
We hold that the recont

i frikes
in Michigan were purely fur pro-
motional purposes and that
were not inspired by grievaners and
did rion settle any grievances ter
they were over the UAW began to
slag and corree and mtimidate non-
member workers. 1 personally do
{not believe there ave 5000 bona«
| fide and sincere UAW men in Plint.

| HITS UAW LEADERS

they |

tion at present are John Wilson and
Joseph Smith. Buick workers, and
George Waiker and Arthur Rumsey,
{ Cheyroiet worke:
| visory board
| Paul Klieber, both hoevrofet
| respectively, troasurer and
THREATS CHARGED
Walker was cited by
| one of the officers
who has received
He stated that UAW men had
‘thﬂ’atr‘nl‘d to "meet him with a
rope some afternocon” when he
ilravvs work and as a result a re-
| quest for police protection has been !
| made of Joseph R. Joseph, prose-
feuting attomey. Joseph admitted |
d been made and |
said he had passed it on to the
police department. Coleman said|
that, in ad’ition to the threats, |
UAW members had booed Walker

are
ecretary

Coleman as
the new union
wmerous threats

called him a “rat” and slashed his
overcoat as it hung in the factory
dining room.

The workings of the Protestant
Action Assoclation and of the Black
Legion were explained by Thomas,
who said that he is not'a legion-
naire.

“We are absolutely separate from
Coleman’s organization,” he said,
“but we have the same ideas. Our
chject is to fight John L. Lewis and
Pranklin D. Roosevelt and bring |
tie United States back to normal- |
cy
TAKL MIDDLE COURSE 1

Thomas explained that while
most of the KKK and Legion mem-
bers are interested in the Action  As~
suciation, only representatives from
the other organizations attend meet-
ings and they return and “try and
ell their parent groups an support-
ing the program drafted at the as~
octation meetings” He said the |
Action Association a fighting |
Catholic supportérs of a new paro- |

ial school subsidizing bill bu that |
ttey co-operating
Catiolies in  their fight against|
Comiunism,” |

Thomas also denied that the !
Black Legion has been materially |
burt by the sensational expose in
Wayne County of the organization
and the jailing on  murder and
other charges of many of its mem= |
bers.

are

“Why should 1t hurt the Legion-
baives out herr.” he asked. “They
are good American i

The cause of the KKK was com- |
sderably aneed  in - Crenesee
County reeently, Thomas said, when |
James A, Colozeatt, grand desgon
of the Klan for Michigan, Ohio,
Indiana and Kenbue eame hers
1o make an anti-Compiunist ad-
re |

Robert Traviy, general
in Fling for ths UAW
of the ricw
zations as
about.”

BLAMES GM

“For every 1000 members that!
Coleman can show I will guarsn-
antes to produce 10,000 UAW men,”

organiver |
brauded a't |
e rejuvenated organi-
tap trivial to worry
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